Peace Mala: Accreditation Self Evaluation Form

Peace Mala Accreditation
Creative Education that Empowers and Embraces All
Uniting the World in Peace
A Peace Mala School is committed to placing the vision and message of Peace Mala at the
heart-centre of its values system. There are seven keys areas for action that we require
your school to provide evidence form in the form below.
School Name:

Awarded

St Therese’s RC Primary School
Neath Port Talbot South Wales
May 2019

Bronze Award

AREA ONE
Becoming a Peace Mala School is part of the whole School Development Plan approved by
staff and the Governing Body. This is shared with the whole school community. During
every academic year, a chosen year group will study and explore Peace Mala by
using the kits and educational materials. This encourages Peace Mala continuity in
the school curriculum and ensures that every pupil will have encountered the
message and vision of Peace Mala before they leave the school. The school will also
share good practice with other schools who are members of the global community of Peace
Mala.
Suggested Actions
Peace Mala is in the School Development Plan. Peace Mala presentation to Governors.
Peace Mala School Assembly with parents invited. Peace Mala activities explained in
Parents Evenings. The school has a prominent designated notice board and web pages or
newsletter which details Peace Mala activities. These activities are reported in assemblies
and at Governors’ Meetings as well as being regularly communicated to parents and the
wider community. View the list of Peace Mala schools on our website - join the list and
communicate with each other to share good practice.
Evidence
St. Therese’s Catholic Primary School has welcomed and shared the message of Peace
Mala. It has been written into the School Development Plan after being agreed to by the
governors. The school website has a link to the Peace Mala website and is updated with
recent Peace Mala events. We share all our Peace Mala events through our social media
pages also.
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School Development Plan with
Peace Mala Targets (Appendix 1)
The Peace Council presented information
about Peace Mala to the curriculum
committee of the School Governing Body at
the beginning of the Autumn Term. This was
greatly received and communicated to the
wider Governing Body. (Appendix 2)

Peace Mala information was communicated to
all pupils from Nursery to Year 6, all staff and
parents during a special assembly at the
beginning of the Autumn term, including our
Parish priest Father Paul Brophy, who was presented with a Peace Mala bracelet to wear.
We have created a Peace Mala noticeboard to display all our events and news.

AREA TWO
By engaging with Peace Mala the school is committed to education for global citizenship
through the promotion of understanding, respect, friendship, tolerance and peace between
all communities, cultures and enlightened, compassionate faiths. Peace Mala promotes
and encourages community cohesion.
Suggested Actions
Lessons and activities on Peace Mala are part of the school curriculum. School assemblies
focusing on the Golden Rule.
2
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Evidence
Please provide evidence of Peace Malas made and worn by pupils and staff, both
photographic, and/or DVD film and written.
Year 4 are the Peace Mala ambassadors and have taken part in Peace Mala lessons. We
have also taken part in mindfulness activities and poetry lessons where we have developed
important skills on ‘Thinking positively’ and thinking about how to be happy and spread
happiness. Appendix 3
We also arranged for our Year 5 class to take part in a Skype call with Peace One Day’s
founder Jeremy Gilley. The children prepared questions in advance for Jeremy, and were
able to learn more about the charities work and his inspiration for developing the World Day
of peace celebrated annually.

AREA THREE
By using Peace Mala in the classroom, the school supports human rights and helps
prevent bullying and all forms of prejudice.
Suggested Actions
Holocaust Memorial Day, City of Sanctuary, Show Racism the Red Card, Anti-bullying
policy, Presentation by Hate Crime Police Officer, Playground and Lunchtime 'buddies' Be
a Peace Mala friend for the day, engage with CEWC.
The school does not need to engage with all of the above. We would, however, expect them to engage with
at least two anti-bullying initiatives over the space of a year.

Evidence
Please provide newspaper articles, and photographic and written evidence.
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The whole school was introduced to The Rights of the Child in October 2018 which is also
part of our School Development Plan. Governors and Parents were introduced to the Rights
of the Child, through letters, governors meetings and assemblies.
On Remembrance Day a special memorial was held in school where all children kept two
minutes silence. Our head boy and girl placed a memorial wreath in the memorial garden of
a past pupil James Weaver, who lost his life in service during the Falklands War.

In November 2018, the whole school celebrated Anti-Bullying Assembly with various events.
We held Odd Socks day, Cyber Bullying Day and the Peace Council presented a special
assembly with anti-bullying messages centred on the Golden Rule. The local PCSO’s came
to help the Peace Council present this important message. The school has strong links with
the local police who regularly visit and educate the children and also aid our Mini Police
group in school.
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All members of the school community wore red to raise awareness for ‘Show Racism the
Red Card’ on the 19th October. Special assemblies and collective worships took place to
raise awareness. In January we also arranged a visit from Firehorse Productions who
performed an anti-bullying drama production for the whole school. This production
reiterated important anti-bullying messages including issues around cyber-bullying

AREA FOUR
Peace Mala encourages the school to raise awareness of issues of global interdependence
and encourages active compassion by learners that will lead to positive changes locally and
globally.
Suggested Actions
Red Nose Day, Children in Need, Teddies4Tragedy, CEWC, Samaritans Purse Shoe Box
Campaign, UNICEF day for change, One World Week, One Life, ActionAid, World Vision,
Cafod, SCIAF/TROCAIRE, Christian Aid, Muslim Aid, Healing Hearts Sufi Charity, Afritwin,
Nelson Mandela Children's Fund.
The school does not need to engage with all of the above. We would, however, expect them to work with at
least two humanitarian NGOs over the space of a year.

Evidence
Please provide newspaper articles, and photographic and written evidence.
The school supports Children in Need annually, and this year supported the ‘Spotacular’
theme
by
holding a spots or
pyjama’s
non uniform day
to raise
money for the
charity.
We raised £187.
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.
CAFOD visited the school in October 2018 to thank us for our fundraising events during Lent
this year. We held a special assembly to share CAFOD’s message on global hunger.

The Peace Council worked closely with the Mini Vinnie Society to organise the Samaritan’s
Shoebox appeal. They presented the appeal during assembly, created information letters
which were sent to parents and wrapped and packed the shoeboxes. We were able to
donate 28 shoeboxes in total. Appendix 8
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As a result of the generous donations to the Shoebox appeal, we were
able to donate 12 gift bags of present to the local Mr X appeal. As a
Catholic community we continue to support Pop Francis’ chosen charity
Mission Together, which raises money for disadvantaged children in
Jordan. Canon Watson visited school to launch this appeal in March. We
also raised £124.95 for Comic relief by
wearing red for Red Nose day.

AREA FIVE
Peace Mala encourages the celebration of cultural, racial and religious diversity
through art, music, drama and dance.
Suggested Actions
Special assemblies to celebrate cultural and religious festivals. Celebrate One World
Week. Links with local faith and cultural communities including churches, mosques,
synagogues, gurdwaras and temples. Links with local Inter-Faith group. Cultural school
links with schools in Developing Countries through the British Council.
The school does not need to engage with all of the above. We would, however, expect them to work with at
least two initiatives over the space of a year.

Evidence
Please provide evidence both photographic and written.
Whole school Collective Worship welcomes visitors from a range of different experiences.
Children and members of staff are encouraged to celebrate and share their experiences of
a range of festivals with others e.g. Christmas, Chinese New Year and Diwali.
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We celebrate World Religion Weeks twice a year in line with our Catholic curriculum.
Lessons provide children with opportunities to research faiths e.g. Judaism and Hinduism
and engage in artwork, food making and tasting, music and dance. The Peace Council
presented a special assembly during Hinduism week sharing the traditions of Diwali.
Appendix 4

Every year children take part in the school's Eisteddfod on March 1 st and celebrate with
Mass for St. David with the local community. During the Eisteddfod learners are
encouraged to showcase their art, music, drama and dance items that have been prepared.
Appendix 5 shows an example of our Year 3 class dancing the traditional Welsh Jac-y-do
folk dance. In the week leading up until our Eisteddfod, we celebrate Welsh Week where
each class prepares a banner celebrating Welsh culture e.g. Welsh food, Welsh music,
Welsh sport. Appendix 7 shows photographic evidence of these.

AREA SIX
With Peace Mala the school actively promotes environmental sustainability, healthy
eating, and respect for all animals and wildlife.
Suggested Actions
Eco School, Greenpeace Good to be Green initiative, Healthy Eating and Peace Mala
Rainbow Foods (as part of the Schools Healthy Eating Initiative), School Eco Council
RSPCA, WWF Donkey Sanctuary, RSPB, IFAW.
The school does not need to engage with all of the above. We would, however, expect them to work with at
least one green initiative, one school healthy eating initiative and one animal NGO over the space of a year.

Evidence
Please provide both
photographic and written
evidence, Eco flag, Schools
Healthy Eating Certificate.
The school’s Eco Committee
promotes environmental
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sustainability through reusing, reducing and recycling. Regular litter picks
are undertaken in the school grounds and members of the community have also taken part
in a beach litter pick in partnership with The Marine Conservation Society.

In April the peace council decided they would like to raise
money and awareness in support of the Guide Dog’s Association. The council researched
the charity and presented information during a whole school assembly. They then organised
a ‘Name the Dog’ competition to raise money. We raised £80 in total. We were then visited
by Mike, Matt and Gilbert from the Guide Dog’s Association to say thank you for all their
hard work.
There are many animal charities that we are aware of. ‘Four Paws’ and Llys Nini RSPCA
Animal Rescue Centre in Penllergaer will be receiving our support in the very near future.
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We engage in numerous healthy eating initiatives throughout the school.
Warburtons visit our Year 3 and 4 classes annually to hold healthy eating workshops. Also
the school nurse has led lessons about healthy eating and the Eatwell Plate to support our
cross-curricular work. Finally, through our Golden Time reward scheme, we hold healthy
cooking lessons weekly for small groups of children in KS2 in order to promote healthy

choices and encourage healthy eating for life.
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AREA SEVEN
With Peace Mala the school encourages Peace Education by forming a School Peace
Council and engaging in peace activities.
Suggested Actions
School Peace Council. Take part in the Valentine Peace Project. Celebrate UN
International Day of Peace. Make a school peace garden with prayer tree or labyrinth.
Lessons in mindfulness/meditation/stilling exercises (see guide to the Peace Mala).
Community Peace Box. Peace Mala Pilgrimage. Using the Peace Mala to pray for world
peace (Peace Mala booklet of Peace Prayers). One Day One Choir.
The school does not need to engage with all of the above. We would, however, expect them to work with at
least two peace initiatives

Evidence
Please provide newspaper articles, and photographic and written evidence.
.
The UN International Day of Peace was celebrated on 21 st September 2018. The Peace
Council attended the Peace Liturgy Mass at St David’s, Neath. Each class also participated
in peace activities including creating doves of peace and creating peace poetry entitled ‘If I
could change the world.’ See Appendix 6 for more examples

Key Stage Two pupils created Peace Day
Google Doodles in support for the charity
‘Peace One Day.’ Appendix 6 for examples
Our school was added to the global map on
Google to show we have participated in the
event.
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Our Peace Council visited Peace Mala HQ in
May to meet Pam Evans (Founder of Peace
Mala) and to gather ideas and inspiration
from the Peace Garden in order to develop
our own peace garden in school.
The children found the experience invaluable
and were highly enthused to begin work on
our school garden in the summer term!
They will be writing a report
of their visit for the school
blog on the Peace Mala
website

12

Peace Mala: Accreditation Self Evaluation Form

PEACE MALA Registered Office - 122 Clydach Road, Morriston, Swansea SA6 6QB,
Wales UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1792 774225 • E-mail: info@peacemala.org.uk
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