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Peace Mala Silver Accreditation Central Primary School Port Talbot
Spring Term 2021

“Creative Compassionate Education that Empowers and Embraces All – Uniting the World in
Peace”

Area one
Becoming a Peace Mala School is part of the whole School
Development Plan approved by staff and the Governing Body. This is
shared with the whole school community. A chosen year group will
need to study and explore Peace Mala by using the kits and
educational materials during a particular term every year. This
encourages Peace Mala continuity in the school curriculum. The school
will also share good practice with other schools who are members of
the global community of Peace Mala.
Actions and Evidence for Area One
Peace Mala is in the School Development Plan approved by staff and the Governing Body.
This has been shared with the whole school community and has involved assemblies. Peace
Mala is also included in the school curriculum and policy for Education for Sustainable
Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC). The school has a prominent designated notice
board and newsletters which details Peace Mala activities. Peace Mala is also promoted on
the school website and on Twitter/social media.
In the Autumn of 2018, Pam Evans, founder of Peace Mala visited the school and gave a whole
school assembly. This was well received and inspired pupils and staff. The school also became
sponsor/guardians of one of the Symbolic Doves of Peace. In the Autumn term of each new
school year, Year 3 make and wear the Peace Mala from the educational kit.
In the Summer of 2019 we became a Peace Mala accredited school obtaining the Bronze
Award for our on going work and continuity within the school curriculum and our wider
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community.We had a ceremony in school which was also filmed by the BBC for the evening
news.
Peace Mala Assembly held by Pam
Evans 28th September 2017

Peace Mala Symbolic Dove of Peace number 4 was
named ‘Lalasa’ (Sanskrit for ‘love’) by
Ella Flint-Mortimer Year 5.

The above photos and messages were shared on Twitter.

Pupils were inspired after the assembly
and independently created a poster
during their playtime to represent the
message of Peace Mala.

Year 3 children have written Haiku poems
based on Peace Mala and produced a
classroom display of their work.

Year 6 have made feathers in
rainbow colours with peaceful
words on them for a display.
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We have had the Peace Mala dove and logo cut out of wood and then
covered with pieces of coloured glass to make a mosaic for display
around the school.

The school produces newsletters to share with
parents, staff and governors every week and
always contain the Peace Mala Logo and news

We have the Peace Mala Golden Rule on display in our
school foyer. The dove carries the message of peace
throughout the world and through all religions.

The Peace Mala logo has
been used to display the
children who are Rainbow
Rangers for our school.
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Display of children’s art work in the
foyer at Central based on Picasso and
his dove of peace.

Dignities and faith representatives
attended our Bronze accreditation
ceremony on 7th June where Pam
presented us with the flag and
certificate. We also made the BBC
News!.

Year 3 making their Peace Mala
September 2020. The meaning of the
logo was discussed and coloured along
with the dove.

Art work also on display in the foyer based
on Picasso and his bouquet of peace.

We had a Peace Mala cake
made to celebrate our
achievements.

News of our accreditation
news travelled far and wide
through social media.
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Central rainbow Rangers were
invited to the unveiling of the new
art work in the Peace Mala garden
along with dignitaries and faith
representatives.

After the ceremony we had the opportunity to share good practise with other Peace Mala schools
that also attended the unveiling of the new art work.

Displays to promote the ethos of
Peace Mala and our school are
constantly being updated and added
to. This banner is in our school foyer

We had a Peace Mala rainbow
Christmas tree in December, also in
our school Foyer decorated with
white dove lights.
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Area 2
By engaging with Peace Mala the school is committed to education
for global citizenship through the promotion of understanding,
respect, friendship, tolerance and peace between all communities,
cultures and enlightened, compassionate faiths. Peace Mala
promotes and encourages community cohesion.

Actions and evidence for Area Two
Lessons and activities on Peace Mala are part of the school curriculum. School assemblies take
place on a daily basis and focus on the Golden Rule. As a whole school we have taken part in
Education for Global Citizenship week with different year groups focusing on different global
issues. Year two focused on the theme of water and how fortunate we are to have a clean
supply unlike children from developing countries. Year 5 focused on Fairtrade and year 6
learnt about the effects of global warming. Year 3 focused on the journey of a banana and
how we are dependent on other countries for our fruit. They learnt how much of an impact
Fair Trade bananas have on the farmers that work on large plantations in different countries.

Pupils splitting a banana up into 5
pieces and discussing the fairness of
the amounts of money that people
involved in the journey of a banana
get.

Year 3 focus on making a Peace Mala bracelet each
whilst learning the significance of each bead and the
peace message of each faith.
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2020 was a different academic year due to the outbreak of the Corona Virus with schools being forced
to lockdown for the final term. This led teachers to provide education in a new way through the use
of an online learning platform. Google Classroom was utilised to post a Peace Mala project that Pam
had made available within the guide. Children were able to engage with the project and post their
work online.

This was the project that was posted on
Google Classroom and comments from
some children who enjoyed completing
the project. Some parents also
commented stating their children enjoyed
aswel.

One child was inspired to
make a Hannukah candle
from lollypop sticks at
home.

An example of the completed
project that a pupil returned to their
teacher online.

This year 3 pupil really enjoyed
colouring the dove at home as
part of the project.
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In October of 2020 Year 3 enjoyed their topic
of ‘Chocolate’. Part of that topic was to carry
out research into where cocoa pods are grown
in Ghana and comparing Ghana with our
country. The children were surprised to learn
that cocoa pod farmers in Ghana actually work
the hardest during the chocolate making
process but they are paid the lowest amount of
money for their efforts.

As a whole school we have adopted the ‘Mini
Police’ scheme. Our mini officers were chosen
by our local Community Police Officer. The
mini Officers were presented with a ‘warrant
card’ and certificate in a special assembly.
The mini Officers received training and get
involved in community events and also help to
educate their peers on issues such as antisocial behaviour.

This shows Archbishop John
of Wales giving the final
blessing with the support of
the different faith
representatives behind him.

Our Rainbow Rangers have been fortunate enough to have attended a
number of Peace Mala activities that they have thoroughly enjoyed and
learnt a lot from. We attended the Youth Liturgy for World Peace at St.
David’s Church in Neath on Friday 21st September 2018 – one of our pupils
carried the Peace Mala flag during the procession. We also attended the
Liturgy for World Peace in Brecon Cathedral on the 16th September 2019.
Rainbow Rangers also visited George Hall in Swansea Guild Hall on
16th May 2019. We took part and watched the Buddha Bathing
Ceremony and two rangers got to light the candles. After the
bathing we tried all the vegetarian food. It was Mrs Hopkins
birthday so she had ‘Happy Birthday’ sung to her by everyone!
Catwg School also attended this event so we were able to liaise
with them aswel.

3 schools from Manchester joined us
with representatives from 14 spiritual
paths and religions displayed on the
Peace Mala bracelet. Candles were lit
during the World Peace Ceremony at
Brecon Cathedral.
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Area 3
By using Peace Mala in the classroom, the school supports human rights and
helps prevent bullying and all forms of prejudice.

Actions and evidence of Area 3
As a school, we have an anti – bullying policy approved by governors and assemblies are
delivered throughout the year by teachers, pupils and anti – bullying organisations. We also
have an annual anti – bullying week where the pupils wear yellow to school as it is the colour
of friendship. We have a ‘Buddy Bench’ in our school yard that children can go and sit on if
they are in need of a friend or want to share their troubles.

A representative from the NSPCC
delivered an assembly to all KS2
children in the hall to raise the
profile and develop understanding.

Pupils in year 5 independently made
a PowerPoint on the definition of
bullying and how to deal with it and
presented it to their peers.

Mrs Hopkins delivers an assembly to
the whole school during anti
bullying week.

This newsletter was sent out to
parents in November 2019 to raise
awareness of anti-bullying week.

Children in Need 2020 children were
asked to make a donation in
exchange for wearing spots or
Pudsey items. We participated in
mental health and wellbeing
activities and discussed the purpose
of donating money to charity.
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During the lockdown of 2020 there were issues that emerged following the Black Lives Matter
Movement. Children were educated to believe that words have the power to change the
world around us so an online learning opportunity was posted on Google Classroom for them
to write a 500 word story as the Black Lives Matter Movement were featured a lot in the
media at this time.

This was one of the stories that was produced online by a year 3 child which also featured the Peace
Mala ethos.

The 16th November 2020 was odd socks day to celebrate what makes us
unique. It was part of Anti- Bullying week. The whole school had lessons and
discussions on bullying and odd socks were worn, coloured in and designed.

11

Given the circumstances that we found ourselves in with
the Covid pandemic we had to mark Holocaust Memorial
Day in a different way this year. It is being held on
Wednesday 27th January 2021 and the theme is ‘Be the
Light in the Darkness’. Year 6 children were asked to
produce a piece of art work relating to the awful events
of the Holocaust and to explain their thoughts behind the
piece. A digital recording of the children’s art work and
explanations was then composed to share with other
schools. Year 6 spend a term learning about WW2 and
why it’s still important to remember the Holocaust.

The Holocaust is an important topic and an area
that schools are asked to explore for Peace Mala
Accreditation. Our 2 Year 6 Rainbow Rangers were
keen to make a short video on what they have
learnt about WW2 and the Holocaust and why it is
still important that we must never forget the
horrendous events that occurred. Our short video
has been sent to Pam and The Olive Trust to be
included as part of a larger video to remember the
Holocaust. Swansea City Council also showed the
video on their zoom event on Holocaust Memorial
which was Wednesday 27th January.

Year 3 children learnt about Remembrance Day and the
significance of wearing a poppy. Each child then
coloured a poppy and wrote a message of peace on the
back of it. These poppies were then used to decorate
the rainbow Peace Mala tree in our school foyer. Some
children chose to colour their poppy purple to
remember the animals that died during the war.

The whole school took part in Mental Health
Day (2020). As part of the day, we wore
something yellow to spread the word that
whatever you are going through you can talk
to someone if you are struggling to cope.
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1st to 7th of February 2021 was children’s mental health week which was far more important this year as
we were all in lockdown due to the Covid pandemic. The theme was ‘Express Yourself’ and teachers
uploaded various activities during the week which encouraged children to express themselves in different
ways.

Children sent photos to their teacher on their
online learning platform to show an outfit that
they felt best expresses them as a unique
individual.

On Friday the 5th February 2020 we asked children to have a
screen free day (as they were still learning online due to the
pandemic). They were asked to do something that makes them
happy such as drawing, going for a walk, yoga, spending time with
family, baking. This is the notification we sent to all parents
throughout Dojo system.
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Area 4
Peace Mala encourages the school to raise awareness of issues of
global interdependence and encourages active compassion by
learners that will lead to positive changes locally and globally.
Actions and Evidence of Area 4
As a whole school we organise and take part in numerous activities to raise awareness of
issues of global interdependence and encouraging active compassion both locally and
globally. We take part in all international fundraising days such as Red Nose Day and
Children In Need.

Children collected items and packed
them into shoe boxes to be
distributed to homeless people at
Christmas time.

Supporting the vulnerable and homeless members of our community (posted on
Twitter)

Year 5 children making and selling crafts to raise money for a school in Toanga.
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The year 5 pupils raised over £200 in funds for the Toango School in Zambia and
were congratulated by the Mayor of Neath Port Talbot for their compassionate
efforts. (Twitter)

The whole school brought in their
spare coppers to make a trail which
was then donated to the Grenville
Towers fundraising appeal.

Unfortunately, another restriction
during the Covid lockdown of 2020
was that elderly people living in care
homes weren’t allowed any visitors
to avoid anyone bringing the virus in
with them. This caused a lot of
upset and elderly people were
lonely and miserable missing their
family and friends. Lots of year
groups throughout the school took
part in the ‘Hearts for homes’
initiative where they were required
to write a happy, peaceful message
on a heart and decorate it in bright
rainbow colours. The hearts were
then delivered to care homes local
to our school to brighten up the day
of some of their elderly residents.

As a whole school we organised a
‘colour run’ where year groups
took it in turns to run around the
playing field whilst adults threw
coloured paint at them! We
invited parents to watch to raise
awareness of the Peace Mala
project. We also collected
sponsorship money which we put
towards a new school library and
new reading books.
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Area 5
Peace Mala encourages the celebration of cultural, racial and
religious diversity through art, music, drama and dance.
Actions and Evidence for Area 5
At Central, we constantly celebrate cultural diversity as part of our curriculum. We deliver
assemblies and lessons to celebrate other religious festivals. We have a link with our local
mosque and the Iman comes to take part in our assemblies. We celebrate International
Diversity Day annually with various activities. We have developed links with a school in
Taonga in Zambia and have fundraised as a school to help them.
We celebrate St David’s day annually by holding an eisteddfodd in the local church where
children sing and perform through the medium of welsh. A harpist visits school to share
Welsh culture through music. We learn welsh folk dances and perform them for parents.
We also hold Eid festival celebrations every year. Children take part in tasting different foods,
dressing in traditional clothing and taking part in traditional dancing.

Visit from harpist to share welsh
culture through music.

Stage decorated for Infant sharing of
all things Welsh.

We celebrated Chinese New Year by
using chopsticks, making lanterns,
learning the signs of the zodiac and
listening to a Chinese lady telling us
how Chinese people celebrate.

An African drummer
group came to school and
all children had a go at
playing the African drums.
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Every year each year group learns a
Welsh song/poem and dance and as
a whole school we perform it in our
local church. Here is one group
dressed in their Welsh
costumes/rugby shirts.

Diwali is a festival of lights and one of the major festivals celebrated by Hindus. Every year we celebrate Diwali as
a whole school by having a cultural diversity day – Hindu members of our community come into school and dress
children in traditional clothes, draw Hindu patterns on children’s hands using henna, show children how to dance
and children get the opportunity to taste traditional foods.

Some Hindu children go around the
classes during our cultural diversity
day to show a PowerPoint that they
made to teach other children about
their culture. Other children get the
opportunity to make a Diva lamp
made from clay and then painted to
take home.

Lalasa has travelled to Finland on an
International Schooling Links Project
where Central developed links with
different schools.

Lalasa has also travelled to
Spain with 3 children on a
robotics programme
where we made links with
some Spanish schools.
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Area 6
With Peace Mala the school actively promotes environmental
sustainability, healthy eating, and respect for all animals and
wildlife.
Actions and Evidence for Area 6
In Central, we constantly promote the need for healthy eating. We run a tuck shop where
children can buy fruit and a bottle of water at break times. We have a Healthy Schools
working party that meet on a regular basis and we also hold a healthy week every year. We
encourage children not to bring chocolate or fizzy drinks into school.
We also have a School Eco council that meet on a regular basis. As part of their daily role they
monitor lights to make sure they are not left on when the classrooms are not in use. We also
have a paper recycling bin in each classroom and recycling bins for plastic and food.
We have two guinea pigs that join us in school each day and children benefit by taking
responsibility for looking after them and caring for them. In the spring and summer terms
children weed and tidy the school garden area and plant different seeds and flowers. They
also take part in activities such as making bird feeders and making ‘bug hotels’. In the autumn
term we were lucky enough to receive a two day visit from Claire who works for the Dogs
Trust. She took a whole school assembly which promoted the importance of being a
responsible dog owner and respecting and looking after dogs. This was followed up by lessons
in each classroom encouraging children to be responsible dog owners and to care for animals
appropriately. Year 3 also received a visit from a student who is studying to become a
veterinary nurse who spoke to the children about caring for animals.

Claire from The Dogs Trust
taking a whole school assembly
and classroom based activities
based on caring for animals.

Student vetinary nurse
presenting a PowerPoint to year
3 about caring for animals.

18
St. Francis of Assisi is the patron saint
of animals and the environment so we
have done some research into him and
listened to the message that Pam
Evans gave regarding showing respect
for animals and the environment that
we live in.

Year 6 went on a visit to the
Police Headquarters in
Bridgend to learn about how
the Police train and look
after the animals that they
work with.

Reception children got involved with LEAF (Linking Environment and Farming) which is the leading organisation
delivering more sustainable food and farming. They came to school to deliver a presentation and workshop all
about ‘Working Farms’. The children enjoyed seeing videos, pictures and objects that they brought with them
of how to milk a cow etc. Unfortunately, the Covid pandemic stopped the children from visiting the farm this
time around.

Watching a PowerPoint and
discussing.
Tasting sustainably produced milk
and learning how a cow is milked.

Year 4 enjoying their piece of fruit that was donated to
our school by Morrison’s to take on a cinema trip.
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Up until the Covid pandemic, free school meal children were involved in taking part in our school’s Forest
School initiative as Mr Toft is a qualified practitioner. Children got changed into waterproof suits and went on
the school mini bus to different forest areas outside of our school which helps them to develop positive
relationships with their natural world. Forest school develops confidence and self – esteem through learner
inspired, hands on experiences in a natural setting.
A group of forest school children
making bird feeders in one of their
sessions.

Using clay to make
faces on trees as part of
a forest school session.

Toasting
marshmallows
over a fire pit in
the forest.

Making a necklace out of a slice of
tree branch.

We have also carried out some sessions with groups of
children as part of a coastal school initiative. Children who
attend get the opportunity to connect with the natural
environment of the beach: sand, pebbles, shells, water
aswel as all the habitats for wild animals.

Den building with Mr Toft.
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Area 7
With Peace Mala the school encourages Peace Education by forming
a School Peace Council and engaging in peace activities.
Actions and Evidence for Area 7
Pupils in all year groups were asked to apply to be part of our school peace council. They then
had to present to the rest of the class why they thought they would be the right candidate to
be in the peace council and the class had to vote who they thought would be the best. We
had our first meeting and decided we wanted to call ourselves the ‘Rainbow Rangers’. The
rainbow Rangers have also had the opportunity to make themselves a Peace Mala each and
have a Peace Mala logo badge to wear to identify themselves to the rest of the school.
We consider ourselves to be a peaceful school and we do lessons on peace and mindfulness.
We also do meditation and stilling exercises using a website called Cosmic Kids. We were very
privileged to have attended the Peace Mala Liturgy for World Peace Day in September 2018
in Neath, which we all very much enjoyed. We also attended Catwg School to watch them
receiving their accreditation in the autumn term.
We have had a five foot wooden tree made which we painted gold to use as our peace tree.
It is displayed in the hall for all to see and children hang messages/poems/prayers of peace
on it.

Central Rainbow Rangers
celebrating with Catwg Primary the
accreditation that they achieved.
We have purchased
Pam’s books and
have been reading
them at the end of
the day as a
peaceful activity.
They have also
been used to read
to children on
World Book Day.

September 2020 saw another new
intake of year 3 pupils so new
Rainbow Rangers had to be chosen.
During the year we had become
more experienced with using online
platforms in teaching so we used
this to ask children to tell us what
they think the job should entail and
why they thought they would be
good at it – one pupil was chosen
form each class based on the
children’s responses.
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Children participated in a peaceful
activity of painting a rainbow and
drawing a Peace Mala Dove to
produce a calendar to use during
the year of 2021.

